Professionalism

See CCT in Anaesthesia Annex A
In addition to clinical training, it is essential that each trainee also focuses on their

general professional development. Training in professional knowledge, skills, attitudes and behaviour includes:
· Communication skills, attitudes and behaviour
· The responsibilities of professional life
· Teaching and medical education
· Health care management
· Information technology
· Medical ethics and law
It is the view of the RCoA that these competencies do not relate to

particular stages of training; they should be developed and followed

throughout practice, both during training and post-CCT. 
Thus, the professional attitudes, behaviours and common competencies listed are those expected of all doctors throughout their professional practice and, as a result, there are no changes to the competencies over the years of training; inevitably some of the descriptors are more specific to the specialty of anaesthesia, intensive care and pain medicine.
The specific professionalism and common competencies expected throughout

training are also embedded in the clinical units of training at all levels; they will be

expected to be included within the assessments of clinical training.
Professionalism and common competencies in medical practice
Twelve domains have been identified covering professionalism and common

competencies. These are as follows:
Domain 1: 
· Professional attitudes

· Commitment

· Compassion

· Honesty and personal integrity

· Respect for others

· Community

· Competence
Domain 2: Clinical Practice
Domain 3: Team working
Domain 4: Leadership
Domain 5: Innovation
Domain 6: Management
Domain 7: Education
Domain 8: Safety in Clinical Practice
Domain 9: Medical ethics and confidentiality
Domain 10: Relationships with patients
Domain 11: Legal framework for practice
Domain 12: Information Technology
Communication skills, attitude and behaviour
During higher level training trainees will be expected to build on competencies

already acquired during their earlier training and be able to:

· Obtain informed consent for the anaesthetic management plan
· Convey potentially distressing or disappointing information to the patient in a way that is consistent with the principles of breaking bad news
· Help the patient deal with any complications that may have arisen, including preparation for future anaesthetic interventions (e.g., difficult intubation, adverse drug reactions)
· In his/her relations with other health care staff to:

· convey the key components of the management plan, including back up contingency plans

· be assertive when promoting the patient’s interests
· Provide support to the other members of the team, including emotional support following critical incidents or major incidents.
Information Technology

Advances in Information Management and Technology have changed, and will continue to change, the way education, training and health care is delivered. To work effectively as a doctor in the NHS a trainee must have a commitment to understanding and utilising this technology. 

Trainees must be able to use information technology effectively in their clinical practice and understand its role in the organisation and planning of services within the NHS.
 During higher level training trainees will be expected to build on their IT competencies including:


• being familiar with the systems that they need to use in their everyday practice to    acquire and record information about their patients eg theatre management systems

• being aware of the issues surrounding data collection and analysis including the importance of security and confidentiality in using information technology systems
• developing a growing awareness of medical informatics and commit to keeping abreast of IT developments within healthcare, as a way of improving communication,. patient care and safety
Medical ethics and law
During higher level training trainees will be expected to develop their understanding of basic health care law, ethics and confidentiality including:
• Issues surrounding Consent
• The Coroner’s court and when to refer
• End of life decisions and criminal law
• Limits of treatment, withdrawing and withholding treatment.
• Ethical principles governing research

