
STC Meeting Trainee Report – 8th July 2010

Curriculum Delivery

Basic Level Training
· New CT1 trainees starting in August will go onto the new 2010 curriculum. There will be a study day for CT1 trainees on 6th Sep where the new curriculum will be outlined. A summary of the curriculum will be posted on the school website prior to the study day.. Otherwise, for all other anaesthetic trainees, implementation of the new curriculum with take place in August 2011.
· There will be a SWAC OSCE & VIVA Primary course on the 13th - 14th Sep in Cardiff.
Intermediate Level Training
· The new curriculum with be implemented in August 2011 meaning new ST3 trainees in August will spend 1 year on the 2007 curriculum before moving to the new curriculum for ST4. Therefore it is strongly suggested that you familiarise yourself with the changes in preparation for the ST4 year. Information on changes is on the RCoA website. For example, vascular anaesthesia will now be an optional unit in the intermediate years (as of this month this applies even in the 2007 curriculum).
· The planned link with the Walton Centre in Liverpool for neuroanaesthesia training is going ahead with 3 month posts in August and November. We will be monitoring the benefits of this initiative and there may be further expansion if it is successful.
· Given the pressures on sub-speciality modules (e.g. cardiac, paeds, neuro, ITU) we are working towards ensuring it is clearer for trainees at the start of their training programme which modules need to be completed in each hospital.
· There will be an ST3 study day on 7th Sep.
Higher Level Training

· Key changes in the new curriculum were outlined which again will be available on the RCoA and Welsh School website. 
· Trainees that are commencing ST6 & ST7 in August will remain on the 2007 curriculum.
ACCS

· Several trainees have expressed a desire to forfeit teaching in their current posts in order to attend parent speciality teaching. While we appreciate the difficulty with exam preparation while working in different specialities the STC continues to discourage this as it is felt to be important to attend teaching related to current posts.
Recruitment

· All CT1 and ST3 run through posts have been appointed for August. Unfortunately recruitment for CT2 & ST3 LAT posts was less successful and there remain 16 unfilled posts across Wales. The committee discussed the current high reliance on fixed-term posts in Wales and the ways in which this number can be reduced.
· As mentioned in the last report there will be 6 ST3 run through posts starting in Feb 2011 to be filled in the Autumn recruitment round.

Out of Programme Training

· Unfortunately, as suggested in previous STC reports, it has become necessary to set a limit on the number of trainees on OOPT in August 2011. This limit has now been set at 6 trainees. There are currently 12 applicants for OOPT in August and these will be reviewed by a panel of STC committee members. As mentioned previously the relevance of any post to your chosen career will be of primary importance. Details of paperwork required for OOPT applications will be put on the school website for future applicants.
Date of next meeting

· The next STC meeting is scheduled for the 13th October 2010. If there are any issues you would like us to raise on you behalf please contact the relevant trainee rep.

