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 FRCA Exam Update

Curriculum mapping
All sections of the Primary and final exam are mapped to the curriculum (see www.rcoa.ac.uk)

Primary FRCA MCQ 

Structure of the examination
90 multiple choice questions (MCQ) in three hours comprising three subsections, approximately: 

· 30 questions in pharmacology; 

· 30 questions in physiology and biochemistry; and 

· 30 questions in physics, clinical measurement and data interpretation. 

Negative marking is not used in FRCA examinations. You will not lose a mark for a wrong answer. Therefore, there is no advantage in failing to answer a question. 

Validity - A pass in the Primary FRCA MCQ is valid for 2 years 

Number of attempts - A maximum of 5 attempts. 

The marking system - The Primary MCQ is a “stand-alone” pass or fail exam. 

One mark will be awarded for each correct answer. 

The pass mark is provisionally set by the examiners using assessment methods approved by the GMC. 

Future Changes - From September 2011 the Primary MCQ will contain Single Best Answer(SBA)questions 

Notes re application
The College will only accept application forms which can be verified as completed correctly and supported by the appropriate fee, by 5pm on the closing date of the examination applied for. Forms received just before close of play on the closing date, which are; incorrectly completed or, not supported by a bona fide payment, will be returned and applicants will not be booked onto the exam. Any application received after the closing date will not be accepted. There are no exceptions to these regulations. 

Primary FRCA OSCE/SOE 

You must pass the MCQ before you can apply for the OSCE / SOE section
Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE)
Up to 18 stations in approximately 1 hour 50 minutes (of which only 16 count towards the result. Currently, stations comprise of: resuscitation, technical skills, anatomy (general procedure), history-taking, physical examination, communication skills, anaesthetic equipment, monitoring equipment, measuring equipment, anaesthetic hazards, and the interpretation of Xrays. One or more of the stations may involve the use of a medium fidelity simulator (SimMan). 

Structured Oral Examination (SOE)
There are two sub-sections to the SOE section comprising: 

· 30 minutes consisting of three questions in pharmacology, and three questions in physiology and biochemistry; followed by 

· 30 minutes consisting of three questions in physics, clinical measurement, equipment and safety, and three questions on clinical topics (including a critical incident). 

All three components are taken on the same day. 

The marking system 

OSCE
Each station is marked out of 20 with the pass mark for each station being determined by the examiners before the examination. The pass marks for each of the 16 stations are summed to obtain the pass mark for the whole examination. 

Up to two additional stations may from time to time be included in an examination to test new questions. Neither the candidates nor the examiners will know which stations these are and the results will not contribute to the final mark. 

SOE
Two examiners mark each part of the SOE. Both examiners independently mark every question. There are 12 questions, 2 marks are given for a pass, 1 mark for a borderline performance and 0 marks for a fail, giving a maximum total score of 48 marks. The pass mark is 37 Both the OSCE and SOE sections are pass or fail. 

Partial pass
At the first attempt the OSCE and SOE section must be taken together, if one section is failed only that section must be retaken. If both components are failed then they must be retaken together. 

Attempts
Maximum of 4 attempts 

Guidance There are no mandatory guidance interviews. A candidate who repeatedly fails a component of the exam may request an interview. Interviews limited to one per examination part i.e. Primary or Final. Special consideration is no longer given in respect of refunds following guidance interviews. 
Validity
A pass in the OSCE or SOE is valid for 2 years. 

A pass in the Primary examination is valid for 10 years as part eligibility against the Final FRCA Examination.

Final FRCA written 

A) MCQ
90 multiple choice questions (MCQ) in 3 hours: 60 x Multiple True/False (MTF) plus 30 x Single Best Answer (SBA)questions in three hours, comprising approximately: 

· 20 T/F questions in medicine and surgery
· 20 T/F in applied basic science (including clinical measurement)
· 15 T/F questions in intensive care medicine
· 5 T/F questions in pain management
· 20 SBA questions in clinical anaesthesia
· 5 SBA questions in intensive care medicine
· 5 SBA questions in pain management. 

There is no negative marking. There is no advantage to failing to answer a question. 

B) Short answer question (SAQ) paper
12 compulsory questions in 3 hours on the principles and practice of clinical anaesthesia. 

Validity - A pass in the Final written is valid for 2 years 
Number of attempts: six attempts at the Final Written section. 

The marking system
The pass mark for the written section is the sum of the percentage pass marks of the MCQ and SAQ papers. 
A) MCQ marking
One mark will be awarded for each correct answer in the Multiple True False (MTF) section of the paper and four marks will be awarded for each correct question in the Single Best Answer (SBA) section. There is only one scoring answer for each SBA question. Negative marking is not used. The marks for each section of the MCQ will be combined to produce the total mark. With 60 MTF and 30 SBA questions the maximum mark obtainable for the MCQ paper is 420 marks. The pass mark is provisionally set by the examiners using assessment methods approved by the GMC. 
B) SAQ marking
All 12 questions must be attempted; candidates will fail the written section if one or more questions are not attempted. If a candidate answers a question in the wrong answer book normally that answer will not be marked by the examiners (and the candidate will fail the written section). Each question is marked out of 20, a pass mark for each question is determined by the examiners collectively before the examination. The pass marks for the 12 questions are summed to give a total mark for the whole paper. 
Final FRCA SOE 
You must have passed the Final FRCA written section before you can apply for the oral exam. 
There are two sub-sections to the SOE exam: 

Clinical Anaesthesia: 50 minutes duration comprising ten minutes to view clinical material, 20 minutes devoted to three questions based on the clinical material and 20 minutes devoted to three questions on clinical anaesthesia unrelated to the clinical material; followed by: 

Clinical Science: 30 minutes duration consisting of four questions on the application of basic science of anaesthesia, intensive care medicine and pain management. 

Number of attempts: six attempts at the SOE section. 

The Marking System
Two examiners mark each part of the SOE. Both examiners independently mark every question. There are 10 questions, 2 marks are given for a pass, 1 mark for a borderline performance and 0 marks for a fail, giving a maximum total score of 40 marks. The pass mark is 32 
Results
No results will be given by telephone. Candidates attending Final FRCA SOEs will be notified of pass or fail on the day of examination. A list of successful candidates in the Primary FRCA MCQ, Primary OSCE and/or SOE and the Final FRCA Written examinations will be published on the College website, quoting candidate Nos and CRNs only. All results will be confirmed in writing to the address stated on the application form
Examination visitors 

Procedure - Visitors may attend on one day only of a particular examination and not more than once in 5 years for any one part. 
Future changes
To be implemented in March 2011:
Final Written - SAQ examination
The Board of Examiners will no longer award 10% of the marks for each question for clarity, judgement and the ability to prioritise. Marks will no longer be deducted for serious errors. 

To be implemented in September 2011 
Primary MCQ
a. The number of multiple true/false (MTF) questions will be reduced from 90 to 60. 

b. The MTF questions will continue to comprise of three subsections: 

i. Pharmacology 

ii. Physiology and biochemistry, and 

iii. Physics, clinical measurement and data interpretation. 

c. 30 single best answer questions (SBA) will be added (samples at www.rcoa.ac.uk)
d. The SBA questions will reflect topics from all three subsections listed above. 

e. Mark allocation for SBAs will be four marks for each correctly answered question. The marks allocation for MTFs will remain at five marks per question. 

The opening of Primary FRCA examinations to non-UK applicants
With effect from September 2011 the Primary FRCA MCQ examination will be open to any anaesthetist in the world. Non-UK trainees and former non-UK trainees who pass will be allowed to sit the OSCE/SOE subject to capacity. FRCA exams will continue to be held in the UK only. This change has been approved to assist entry to ST3 only there is no avenue for non-UK applicants to achieve eligibility to the Final FRCA examinations. 

Any FRCA exam taken by a doctor who does not hold a UK training number at the time of sitting the exam, cannot be used to achieve a CCT in anaesthetics, but may lead to a CESR (FAQs on website) 
