Transfer Medicine
As part of the 2010 anaesthetic curriculum there are modules in transfer medicine at core, intermediate, higher and advanced level. This is a compulsory module at core and intermediate level. There are currently transfer courses available in North Wales, South West and South East Wales that provide invaluable training in transfer medicine. These courses are free.
The Welsh School of Anaesthesia has decided that attendance at a transfer course should be an integral part of training in transfer medicine and is therefore required for all trainees in anaesthetics at core and intermediate level.  The Welsh Assembly Government has also set attendance at a transfer course as a minimum standard for doctors undertaking inter-hospital transfer of level 3 patients. (1) 
Requirements to successfully sign off  transfer medicine modules:
Basic Level
All trainees should successfully complete a Welsh Transfer Course.

In addition assessment tools should be completed.

Intermediate

If no transfer course attended at core level the trainee should do a transfer course.

In addition assessment tools should be completed.

Trainees should keep a logbook of transfers performed
Contact details and dates of some forthcoming transfer courses
  North Wales Transfer Training Course March 15th 2012, 15th June 2012, 4th October 2012. For details contact: sue.o'keefe@wales.nhs.uk 

  South West Wales Transfer Training Course 15th May 2012, 13th July 2012 at Morriston Hospital. For further details contact: Jackie.Rees2@wales.nhs.uk 

  South East Wales Transfer Training Course    March 14th 2012   Nevill Hall Hospital. For further details contact : justine.mccarthy@wales.nhs.uk   

Summary of curriculum requirements and suggested assessment tools
Basic Training

The learning outcomes and competencies listed are those necessary for the first 24 months of anaesthetic training. It is strongly recommended that CT 1/2 trainees complete this unit of training before undertaking intra-hospital transfer with distant supervision. Many of the competencies may be attained whilst gaining training and experience in intensive care.
Learning outcomes:

· Correctly assesses the clinical status of patients and decides whether they are in a suitably stable condition to allow intra-hospital transfer [only]

· Gains understanding of the associated risks and ensures they can put all possible measures in place to minimise these risks 

Core clinical learning outcome:
· Safely manages the intra-hospital transfer of the critically ill but stable adult patient for the purposes of investigations or further treatment [breathing spontaneously or with artificial ventilation] with distant supervision
Suggested assessment tools


A-CEX

· Safely undertake the intra-hospital transfer of a stable critically ill adult patient for the purposes of investigations or further treatment demonstrating the necessary organisational and communication skills.

· Undertake intra-hospital transfer of patients from the Emergency Dept for further management.
DOPS

· Set up the transfer ventilator and confirm correct function prior to commencing transfer.

· Demonstrate appropriate choices of sedation, muscle relaxation and analgesia to maintain the patient’s clinical status during transfer.
CPD

· Discuss the case notes of a transferred patient focussing on the complications that can arise during transfer and the measures necessary to minimise and pre-empt difficulties.
· Discuss how to assesses the clinical status of patients and decide whether they are in a suitably stable condition to allow intra-hospital transfer.
Intermediate Training
Learning outcome:

· Build on the knowledge, understanding and skills obtained in Basic Level training, so developing greater confidence and ability to provide clinical care to patients requiring transfer, including those for inter-hospital transfer
Core  clinical learning outcomes:

· To deliver safe and efficient transfer [with distant supervision] of:

· Complex patients for intra-hospital transfer including retrieving a newly referred ITU patient from A&E or the wards

· An uncomplicated ventilated patient for inter-hospital transfer by land  [Less than 4 hours]
Suggested assessment tools

A-CEX

· Demonstrates the ability to manage sudden loss of airway control, and monitoring in patients during transfer [Simulator]

· Optimally package a patient for inter-hospital transfer to minimise risk.
· List and justify the critical care equipment used during a transfer including ventilators, infusion pumps and monitoring.
· Demonstrate the necessary organisational and communication skills in managing an inter-hospital transfer safely and effectively.

DOPS
· Establish appropriate ventilation and monitoring in a critically ill patient for inter-hospital transfer.


· Demonstrates the ability to determine when patients are in their optimum clinical condition for transfer.
· Safely sedate a patient for inter-hospital transfer. [can be used for sedation module also]

CBD
· Discuss the considerations for transfer of patients with specific clinical conditions, including head, spinal, thoracic and pelvic injuries, critically ill medical patients, burns, children and pregnant women.
· Discuss the reasons for patients becoming unstable during transfer and strategies for management.
Higher training
The majority of trainees undertaking this level are expected to complete it during a year of higher general duties. It shares common competencies with the Trauma/stabilisation and ICM units and it is expected that the competencies/learning outcomes can be achieved during the course of a six to twelve month general duties block.

Training note: Any trainee who has successfully completed a Helicopter Crew Course or equivalent may be assumed to have the competencies listed relating to helicopter transfer

Learning outcome:

· Capture the maturation process by building on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained during intermediate training
Core clinical learning outcomes:

· Demonstrates the ability to lead a multidisciplinary team undertaking the initial assessment and stabilisation of patients, prioritising their early treatment 

· Demonstrates the leadership and clinical management skills needed to lead teams delivering safe and effective intra-/inter hospital transfer of any patient, however complex, and for prolonged journeys within the UK if required, by either land or air. 



Demonstrates an understanding of the roles and responsibilities of teaching 

and supervising those undergoing training in the transfer of patients
(1) Designed for Life: Welsh guidelines for the transfer of the critically ill adult
